
HOME DEFENSE SHOTGUNS 

CHEAT SHEET 
The shotgun should be your second choice for home defense, although that doesn’t 
make the handgun the first option. Handguns are relatively underpowered, but they’re 
portable and concealable. A shotgun can be used in the home even though you can’t 
easily carry it with you. Shotguns have a LOT of power. You still need a handgun, 
though, because shotguns have relatively limited ammunition capacity, limiting the 
number of times you can fire and put lead downrange. 

12-GAUGE OR 20-GAUGE? 
While the 12-gauge is the “king of shotguns,” consider the 20-gauge. 

• 20-gauge has less recoil, making it easier to shoot for all members of the family 
and making follow-up shots easier to keep on target. 

• 20-gauge, while half the size of 12-gauge, still has the oomph of two .44 Magnum 
rounds. 

 
PUMP OR SEMI-AUTO? 
Your choices for a shotgun are basically pump-action or semi-auto. 

• Don’t rely on “racking the pump” as a deterrent. You should already have a shell 
chambered. 

• Modern semi-automatic shotguns are quite reliable. Under stress, a semi-auto 
shotgun is preferable to the possibility of short-stroking a pump-action shotgun 
while adrenalized (and failing to rack a new shell into the chamber as a result). 

• Even experienced shotgun experts are prone to making mistakes under stress. 
Using a reliable semi-auto shotgun makes it less likely that you’ll commit one of 
these mistakes, while using a pump-action shotgun increases the chances of you 
making an error. 

• If you prefer the pump-action shotgun, that’s still a better choice than no shotgun. 
Jeff Anderson’s personal home-defense shotgun is a Mossberg SA-20 tactical 
semi-automatic shotgun. 

 
SHOT OR SLUGS? 
Your ammunition choice boils down to slugs or to various shot loads. 

• Buckshot spreads at “home defense” distances isn’t as big as people think. 
• The problem with spreading buckshot is that you are responsible for ever round 

you fire. You will not be able to account accurately for every pellet, nor will you 
be able to shoot with precision to end a “hostage” type scenario, because you 
can’t accurately guess where each pellet will go. 

www.ModernCombatandSurvival.com 



www.HomeDefenseTactics.com 

• Birdshot is not as effective for self-defense. 
• Slugs are far and away a more effective and accurate choice for self-defense 

with a shotgun. 
• A rifled slug can be fired through a cylinder-bore shotgun (meaning the shotgun 

has no choke). The rifling to the slug imparts spin to it, making it more accurate. 
 
YOU NEED A SLING 
Without a sling, you have no means of “holstering” a shotgun. 

• If you can’t holster the shotgun, you can’t use both hands for things like carrying 
a child or moving an obstacle. 

• A sling can be used for better accuracy when shooting. 
 
YOU NEED A LIGHT 
It’s difficult to operate a separate flashlight and a shotgun, as the shotgun is a two-hand 
weapon. 

• You definitely need a light mounted to your shotgun for low-light shooting. 
• You must be able to identify your target in low light to avoid shooting an innocent, 

but also to avoid wasting your limited ammunition supply. 
 
YOU NEED EXTRA SHELLS 
Because shotguns have relatively limited ammo capacity, you need a supply of extra 
shells. 

• A number of different accessories exist for carrying extra shells on or with the 
shotgun, such as side saddles, stock sleeves, slings with pouches for shells, etc. 

• MOLLE accessories are great because they let you accessorize with clothing and 
other items not attached to the shotgun, like a tactical vest. 

 
The shotgun is a valuable piece of self-defense equipment for the home, but you must 
still have a handgun at the ready as well. Having a handgun also gives you the option to 
switch to that handgun if you run out of shotgun ammo or if you need a free hand. 
 
Prepare. Train. Survive. 


